THE EMPIRE OF
subordinate staff the Department maintains a Forest school of its own.
OTHER DEPARTMENTS
We have by no means completed the list of technical departments. A strong Finance Department is maintained for the compilation of the accounts of income and expenditure, and also for the more practical purpose of watching expenditure, and detecting any that is incurred without due authority. The Opium, Salt, and Customs Departments are concerned with the administration of these sources of revenue. The Survey Department has triangulated and mapped the whole of India, and is responsible for the periodic revision of the maps: but its activities have not been limited to the theodolite and plane-tables, and to its officers science owes many elaborate investigations and valuable discoveries in matters connected with the physical conditions of the earth. The Departments of Meteorology and of Geology are for purely scientific enquiry: they also have established for themselves a wide reputation for the advancement of knowledge, and of recent years the Geological Department has rendered material service in the development of-the mineral resources of the country. The functions of these departments, however important, do not directly affect the life of the people. This cannot be said of the Departments of Education and of Police. But their achievements have been separately described in Chapters X and XVI,